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To: Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Attn: The Commission

COMMENTS OF URBAN RADIO LICENSES, LLC AND ZIMMER RADIO, INC.,

Urban Radio Licenses, LLC ("Urban"), and Zimmer Radio, Inc. ("ZRI"), by their

counsel, and pursuant to Section 1.415 ofthe rules, hereby respectfully submit their comments in

response to the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (''NPRM''), released August 15,2007, FCC 07-

144.

The NPRM proposes adoption of a recommendation by the National Association of

Broadcasters (''NAB'') which would allow FM translators to rebroadcast the programming of

AM stations for the first time. The rationale for the proposal is ongoing concern about the

viability ofAM stations, particularly those operating with lilinimal daytime power and negligible

or no nighttime authority. Many of these stations' listeners have migrated to newer media that

offer high technical quality and superior fidelity. (NPRM at 2.) Previous efforts to revitalize the

AM service, the Commission observes, have been only partially successful due to the inherent

technical limitations of AM stations. (Id.) Recent changes in daytime savings will exacerbate

these problems by causing the loss of a portion of the key early morning drive-time

programming segtnent. Other factors, sllch as inoandescent lighting, electric motors and traffic
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signal sensors, cause increasing interference to AM transmissions. Also, moc digital radio

broadcast transmissions will cause new interference to listeners to low power AM statiqns

operating on channels adjacent to those of clear channel stations which have commenced moe
operation. (rd.)

In spite of these grave difficulties, AM stations are vital to the America broadcast

universe. They provide substantial local service, including uniquely focused programming

aimed at specialized communities, such as news, talk, foreign language, and religious fOlmats.

These formats serve the Commission's commitment to localism and diversity in the broadc'ast

service, recently reiterated in the Commission's December 18, 2007, Notice of Proposed

Rulemaking in Docket No. 04-233. (NPRM at 3.)

In light of these considerations, the NPRM proposed to adopt NAB's recommendation

that FM translator stations be permitted to rebroadcast AM signals, provided that no portion of

the 60 dBu contour of any such translator extends beyond the smaller of (a) a 25-mile radius for

the AM transmitter site; or (b) the 2 mV/m daytime contour of the AM station. (NPRM at 1.)

Accordingly, the NPRM sought comment on several proposed rule changes related to the

proposal to permit rebroadcast ofAM signals on FM translators, as follows:

(a) whether the changes should be made effective all at once or in

phases over time;

(b) if the changes are to be phased in over time, in what matter should

they do so;

(c) whether limitations on AM licenses to utilize the rule changes

should be imposed where the licensee owns FM stations in the same market as

the AM stations;
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(d) what the numerical limitation on FM translators used by AM

licensees should be;

(e) whether the FCC's "fill-in" policy with respect to financial support

from the primary station should apply to AM/FM translators; and

(f) whether AM daytimers and Class C stations should be permitted to

originate programming over an LPFM station similar to the proposed· FM

translator policy change. (NPRM at 8-9.)

In the NPRM, the Commission also addressed the numerous pending requests for waiver

of the rules to grant Special Temporary Authorizations (STA's) permitting carriage of AM's on

FM translators. (NPRM at n.19.) Noting that the Media Bureau has granted such waivers in 11

cases, the Commission instructed that the staff should continue to waive the rules and issue

STA's on a case-by-case basis consistent with the parameters of the NAB petition. Such

authorizations would be subject to the outcome of the rulemaking proceeding.

Urban has been the beneficiary of grant of two of these AMlFM translator STAs in

Alabama, and expects that additional STA requests will be submitted in the near term in

connection with stations it programs. One of the FM translators has commenced rebroadcast of

AM Station WLAY, Muscle Shoals, Alabama. (See BLSTA-20070622ACP.) As noted in the

request for the STA (a copy of which is attached for reference), WLAY, one of the oldest and

most historic stations in the South, was severely limited by the wealmess of its signal at night.

Its unique format-- focused on the music produced in Muscle Shoals, Alabama, a fertile hotbed

for the fusion of musical genres since the 1950's -- was hampered by its inability to reach

listeners with its music during the mm:ttime period when many musicians and listeners would

have the opportunity to perfIDrm or hear the music and other programming related to it.
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The results of the implementation of WLAY's STA have been remarkable. There has

been an enormous outpouring ofpublic support from the community. Attached hereto are copies

of newspaper articles praising the station's move into the FM band with its unique, local format

now available at night. Consistent with Commission concerns about localism and the

homogenization of music on radio stations, WLAY now brings its "Muscle Shoals" music to

listeners throughout the market at all times.

Added at night on WLAY is a new program, "The Sessions At Muscle Shoals Sound."

The, program airs at 6:00 p.m. every Wednesday. WLAY brings in local musicians and does a

"VH-1 Story.,tellers" type of event. The songwriters and musicians talk about their careers and

their music, and perform acoustic versions of their songs. The station archives these sessions

1$d}s preserving them in its huge music library for historical pmposes. The sessions will also be

available for free download to the public when the station's website launches later in January.

As the Florence Times-Daily opines, in a November 19,2007 article, such programming

p'rovides a venue for bands and artists to perform acoustic versions of their songs in the historic

Muscle Shoals studio. This "rare format provides a great opportunity for local talent to be heard

over the airwaves." The newspaper conclud~s: "There may not be another radio station in the

world that has a similar fonNat." Another Times-Daily article from November 4, 2007, points

out that the expansion ofWLAY's signal will help tourism in the Shoals area because travelers

will hear the music and want to visit the area's studios and other music venues. Another article,

on November 1,2007, quotes a local music studio owner:
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"The fact that they're going to FM is tremendous; it means the

signal will be cleaner and will reach out much farther. Without

radio, none of this would mean anythlng."l

WLAY's experience with nighttime FM translator carriage of its unique musical format

over the past few months and K.ZRG's simulcast with AM emergency weather alerts· are

emblematic of the reasons why the NPRM's proposal should be adopted on a permanent basis.

Carriage of valuable AM proOgramming -- whether local musical, news, weather, talk, .or

Spanish-language -- at night is critically important to the viability of these formats, which have

been singled out by the Commission as vital to the public interest. There is a direct cause and

effect relationship between nighttime carriage and service to local communities and distinct

population groupings here. We urge the Commission to endorse on a permanent basis the

waivers previously granted and to adopt rules designed to give the most liberal application

possible to the new policy going forward.

Urban and ZRI support at a minimum NAB's proposed limitations on FM translator

carriage. However, Urban and ZRI would go further and permit carriage of AM signals on FM

translators out to the 0.5 mV/m contour, as opposed to the 2 mV/m contour, of the AM station.

Urban and ZRI submit that such a narrowed limitation on the proposed rule would more

1 ZRI is the licensee of AM Stations KZRG and KZYM, Joplin, Missouri. In early
Qecember, the Joplin area was hit by a severe ice storm. Over 65,000 customers were
without power for several days. Nearly all radio and TV stations were off the air for
days. ZRI's KZRG interrupted regular programming and broadcast emergency
information live for 48 hours. However, since its night-time coverage does not
encompass its city of license, plus an additional 130,000 persons in its MSA, KZRG was
forced to sitnulcast its pr99ramming. ·on all four of its FM stations to inform its listeners.
Use of an FM tnar,rslafor ffi>r :thi~ pur~(()s~~would have been preferable and clearly in the
putglic interest. rRespo.l1ls€ffI10m"ns·~~~~s ¥las ppsitive, noting ,their inability to pick up the
AM signal and their gratitlf(!h3r"fdr"the;~if.rib'I'c·ast.

.' 'I:
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accurately reflect the "protected service contour" of AM stations. The 0.5 mV/m contour

constitutes the protected primary service contour for AM stations under Section 73.18~(q) of the

rules. It is the analogue for rural communities to the 1mVim contour utilized in Section 74.1232

of the rules for analyzing FM "fill-in" translators.2

Urban and ZRI also recommend that AM "fill-ins" should be permitted to be fed by

means other than off air, such as microwave and fiber. Again, this will serve to allow the

greatest possible utilization of such translators to assist ailing AM operators.

Further, Urban and ZRI urge the Commission to make the proposed rule changes

effective at once, rather then to phase them in. The Commission may choose to prioritize its

processing of the applications to reflect the factors listed in t8(b) on page 8 of the NPRM ~,

giving priority to "local" AM stations, like daytimers and Class C's). But it should not delay

relief to, for example, AM stations co-owned with FM outlets by not accepting such applications

until after other applications ~, AM standalones) are filed. The adoption of implementation

periods as described in (b) would materially delay the opportunity for lower priority 'AM stations

to utilize FM translator carriage, without any corresponding benefit other than the conservation

ofFCC staffresources. The listening public would suffer, not benefit, from such delays because

of the technical dIfficulties inherent in the AM service that will continue unabated by FM

translator rebroa4cast. Stated another way, all local AM stations deserve the opportunity for

relief as soon as possible and the procedures adopted should reflect that goal.

The inquiry in (c) on page 8 should be answered in the negative. The question asked

reflects a possible disposition to limit use of translatOI:s in the FM band by needy AM operators

2 TAe 1.0 mV/m, contour is the relev~nt one,for,Class Aand C FM stations. The 0.7
mV:/m Gontouris used for 'Class:81 sta~iohs af,fd fhe, 0:5 mV/m contour for Class B FM
stations.
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because the licensee has other PM stations in the market. This unwise approach is not

necessitated by the multiple ownership rules, which have never treated FM translators as

attributable because of their limited technical facilities and utilization as rebroadcast conduits

rather than independent, full power FM stations.

Nor is there any logic to the suggestion that AM operators with FM stations do not need

relief here. No matter what full-power FM properties are owned, the merits of AM use of

translators remain substantial and their use critical. It is highly unlikely that AM .formats like

news and foreign language will migrate to full-power FM's to any substantial degree in any

numbers. They have not done so in the past. The superior fidelity of full-power FM signals for

the broadcast of music and the need to serve large, mainstream audiences to justify their

purchase costs makes it unlikely that they will in the future. Even group owners are

experiencing drastically reduced revenues from AM and may regard their local AM properties as

stepchildren, whom they would gladly sell or even donate to charity. The group owners who are

expending resources on their AM's, like Urban, deserve to participate in the opportunity to

upgrade their signals on an expedited basis. As the WLAY experience underlines, moreover,

AM listeners are well-served by the expansion of AM service here under consideration,

r.egardless of the ownership interests ofthe AM operator.

Subsection (d) ofparagraph 18 asks "what is the appropriate limit on the number of fill­

in translators allowed for an AM station, and should the number vary depending on the class of

the AM station." (NPRM at 8.) Urban and ZRI submit that there is no necessity for'such a limit

at all. ill practice, there. is no comparable ownership limit on PM fill-in translators for FM

stations. Section 74.l232(b) requires a "showing of technical need for...additional [beyond one]

stations," but the rule is rarely enforced. The presumption is that multiple FM translators for one
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licensee are acceptable "whether or not such translators serve substantially the same area."

There is no reason to limit AM ownership of FM translators when FM ownership is not limited.

Nor should there be a limit on use of FM translators beyond ownership, i.e., use of unowned

translators to rebroadcast AM stations. Again, the goal is to optimize the benefits of nighttime

carriage of local AM stations, and limitations on such carriage should be adopted only if required

by the public interest.

Subsection (e) of paragraph 18 requests comment on application of the FM translator

"fill-in" rule to AM use of FM translators. Urban and ZRI support this proposal, but with the

caveat that the definition of a "fill-in" translator in this context should be adjusted to extend to

translators whose contours are within the AM station's 0.5 mV/m contour. (See pp. 5-6, above.)

AM licensees should be pennitted to broker time over an FM translator as a fill-in service within

this contour.

Urban and ZRI have no comments to offer on the proposals in subsections (e) and (f)

relating to non-commercial FM translators and LPFM, respectively. Urban and ZRI only urge

the Commission to move as quickly as possible to resolution of this proceeding, and not to allow

less critical questions like LPFM carriage of AM stations to bog down progress on the critical

issues at stake herein.
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In sum, Urban and ZRI believe that the proposals made in the NPRM are generally wise

and appropriate. We urge the Commission to move ahead promptly to adopt on a permanent

basis and to the greatest extent 1?ossible, the carriage of technically-handicapped AM's on 'FM

translators.

Date: January 7, 2008

Respectfully submitted,
URBAN BROADCAST LICENSES, LLC

and ZIMMER RADIO, INC.

By:,~iI1-l1, tJ~
Howard M. Weiss
Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth PLC
1300 N. 17th Street, 11th Floor
Arlington, Virginia 22209-3801
(703) 812-0400

Their Counsel
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Honorable Marlene H. Dortch
Office ofthe Secretary
Federal Co:mmunieation:s Commission
445 12th 'Stre~t, S.W,
Washington, D.C. 205'54
Attn: Media Bweau, Audio Division

Re: Urban Radio Licenses, LLC
8taticln WLAY(AM)
Muscle Shoals, AL
Facility ill No. 60611
W222AV~ Muscle Shoals, AL
FaGility ill No. 138'$02
Request for Waiver to Per.mttReti:an"Slfiission of an
.AM Stationby a Co·Owne:d~M T~anslator

:O~"ar Ma:tilal'lil:¢~

!@):m. b~~al£~'~~ ;a'bo¥~},;:r@jj'@nenee,d. ro..M.ent" liO€ll1see. ~£'$ta.~to~ WLAY(AM;)~ allld pettnitteeof* r'$mt~~t~'~ltaiit0il W~22A'V,r"'tJi3ha.t'l~~~J attd:Pu:t~][an.t f9 ~:eQtiQ1;!. '713:.16:3'5 afthe t«J:es, wehereby
, lijj: ' ~e-t'Uf5.st:a, w.atV'~r 1'Y ~p€,C3ia1 temp'~J;atr 411..tltcm;izattQh (~TA!') of aU rerevant s,eatiollS
:' ' ' '7JiJ: .!b1/i tFte c.d'i:11t:ilissto:fi~ nJ.;:s. TJre' -waivet w111 allbt«r the pro,gu~g <!Jx StatioJ)l.
'WlJA'9f~j $rl 'he. j;~b)1aadbast:bW' W'Z22AV, p;~din;g' the outcome ofthe Ccmimission's rnlen:raking
"(i)Jm ffbS!sri'ssLre:~~11 ~J~&)..

'h~ li~l;}M~~ l!e'eQ;~es that, the 'C0mmission's IUl~1'l :@xesently relltriat thy use of PM
til;~~~Ql.i~ W-::til~Wlt.l!l.tlt~"'St .of£ii)JJlws.emc~ F;¥ statr0:!!ls. ge~' ~f1Itions 74:1201 (~,) 74.12:pl(dr), 74.1231
Cfhil '!!¥l:.J"J1Jf. ~e;QtI.y,Wl~AV :n~bllQa:([1~f.(ats: ~fatl01i m-A¥ ..-FM; TJrtt1~vJ.tl'le, AtabanJ,a.
&Ml.e.¥.e~ \W'f&AY(~:>'s ~im.El.l '..- partiau!far~lY ,at :nt"ght -- :f:.gs,l~;v.etely ,hmn,peJre4 by its ',st-a$js as a
Clttss: 'C :{tlD:lififl:etdf>CJ~s IV} is.ta'b.t1l>no1>~~aJing0nL4s@ 1iiz. R.ebroadG3st by the FM translator
Wl11d~' ~gnI.:6ItlMtt'y1mprQve WLA:Y{AM)ti'~eo'Ve:rage an.d 11l1.'Jiality 01'signal in its city of license and
t!1firo1l}~Q:Jil:t its~~k(1lt"

'-I,.~~~, ~~.:"',,: ~_~,.~ l~W'~]tal1ts ~1UJ~e:e~g ,eo~llitatlts~
':9ta~1B:~',e][ ~~~~~E!llSJ ,~el: G1~, C (Jtb,Em:erly 'e!lass m~ one

! .~
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H0nOl'able Matlene II. Dortch
Re: Request for Waiver~ WLAY(AM)
June 21, 2007
Page 2

kilowatt stations broadcast. Other AM stations are licensed on 1440 and 1460 kHz. As a
conS'equence, the AM station serves only 63.6% of Muscle Shoals at night wit11inits 27..593 mV/m
nighttime interference free contour. Further, foollsing on the 2.0 mV/m contour which the
Cmnmission utilizes for comtnunities of 2,500 or mote p~rsons, WLAY(AM) covers most of the
rele.vant ,growing market (the Florence-Muscle Shoals-Tuscumbia-Sheflield, Alabama Urbanized
Area) during the day, but at night it coV'eliS only a very small poxtiQn of the market. As a result,
apptoKitnately 104,0,00, persons are located within the WLAY{AM) daytime 2.0 mV/m contour. At
night, tlle int0rferenee-ftee audience nUU1oer;sonly about in,nOO p:ers,ons. Thus, WLAY(AM) loses
~ .of its audieI;1ee at night" In contrastj W2-22AV would serve approximately 68,000, persons
within the W'LAY 2,:0 mV/m oent~:or. In 'addtlioJi to its city of license problems, these audienc'e
data :l!e.:6lect that WLAYCA1Y.O·s nightti:tn:e signal does not teach north of tb.e Temiessee River to
Florenoe (pop.: 36,264), where most ofthe growth in themarktetis ooourring,! '

Like @iher AM stations opetat'rog with telativ:ely 10w p0Wer, WLAY(AM) is also plagued
bath d~r ao:dnight b,y !Grcal m-aD.-.ma:de interi'etence produG.ets inoludi!hg power lines (the Tennessee
V:«It~y ,Au:th~ty-1ras lines tbroUighl;>llt the service area), ooni'plttel's, vacuum clean~rs, microwave
QvenS'~ oa'b1e 'S:i{gn-a1:s: atrd television :receivers. As- .da,.ylight homs grow shorter ,atld nightthine hours
gitQW lenger, wiihav:eta;ge sunset ocourting ,around $::00 p.m. in Nov~mber and lDecemher and
'average sunrise col'llti1g -at 7:3[0 in December and 7:45 iin.J'anuary, WLAY's signal problems grow
W0rs,e.

The f(ilregClmg interfeFeMe problems: preven.t WLAY(AM) listeners from enjoying the
Ul11i~e, »-1!Q;~a:t:lJmiJtlg, 0f.a, legauy statton in a "m:usiGal o~pital~' wIth :a pr,Q,ud bilStQrYi WLAY(AM:)
W~fit,~:m 'tlb..tt :a1t'm19;92 with;an e-x,.erlm(jlnt~ ~G.ens-e ;atttd>was frcen:sed b1 119.3~:. Sinilarl:Dl' to such
~tl®.'1'Si,a-S~ mNmlh'Vl11fct 'WiL~¥(. (;10:uld tik!lll!'b~.hemrd flll:r hmtdt:eds of~les ev:el1. at its
mwh..1tt:iwer (i)f ~SG watt:S'at night" WJ:lel1; it o~ell~.e:-d ibWl'aC1.oasting, WLAY(AM) was the only
s'tia'tli@.n 0.11 it& fteeJ.~e;n~y .for :nai!le-S'l but as the yew::,g went by, more and more stations began
bita:a~Ga.g roa li4~gW"Z~ rl\lJrde:dng, as ho.ted :aho;y;@~ WLAY;(~Ys nighttime signal non·@~stent

, 1:Q:;n.:J;.G)st Pli;i;rtt@l[S .Oif~0 ibla1J:ket.

WLA¥(AM:V liS, 'Q'i1e oi the, $.:Quth":s :ctlq.est br.<radca~te.t;.g 'and llassi'11ee ,$eGUt:~d its place in
~'d0~ 1itilil~ie lMr~t@xy 'tlr.' ~o ifs c.ol1l1rlbllti01;l to wJl:iat is l1bWO.omnlOm;y tefe*ed to ,as liThe
i%'l'Ufswl"e.mw~s '&O]ijfJ,~iil" Q.ugi;l.1;~~!m:gitS' 1;u;(j),;'aaG~st. a~ -a "Vcflli~tY fO.tiilatfl~ WI.tAY(AM) ~assigl.1i:fi0ant
i!m: ilts' :em$! y~ai1Sa~. 'a1 t~!r·:fiit\;j.¢itQY'1!hat wa1'O:d ~.t0adti.as:t b.(5th ~0uthem GQsp:el 'and.jCo1Jl1t1'y musio
anc:t li];ltC'@; musle" ax music by Aftioan Amelie-an a.ttis~. :rn the Am:erica;J,1 Deep South, this was
Q~_ly1.ll)j'qu:e. A1'i'UMber ofblue:grass and hInes musiciat:lS rn.ade regular live app.earances on the
rca:dfa. ~tati:lJ11:, itnCln<llfig Barl Somg,gsmld $x~Pl!l¥ ;Bo,Y Witlimmson.
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H0uotable Marlene H. Dortch
Re; Request fur Waiver, WLAY(AM)
June 21, 2007
llage 3

In the 19508, WLAY(AM) balanced both C01ll1try music and Rack 'and Roll music on its
playlist. Satn Phillips, future founder of Sun Records, worked as a disc jookey at the radio station in
his formative years and frequently cited the statioli's "open playlistll as the mspir}ltion for what
would beoome Sun Records in Memphis, Tennessee (home of Elvis Presley, Jerry Lee Lewis,
JoJmny Cash. Carl Perldns and others who blended bothoountry and blues music to form. Rock and
Roll).

In the .early 1960s, Muscle Shoals began to dev@lop as. a popular music capital in the United
£:fates and WLAY(AM:) played an important role in tWs growth. Following the success of local
tesident ..Arthur Alexander (and his hit single uYou Better Move On"; later covered by both the
B"ea'e1e~ an.:d tb:e Rollil1;g Stones). the area ql'lickly saw the rise ofnumerous recording studios. With
this, WLAY(AM) became a meeting place for numerous Musole Shoals musicians and songwriters
as th~y W0ultt fr.e_<[1Jlent the s1iu.d1os with new recordings, :Beroy Sle&ge's lJWhen A Man .Loves A
W!1!man:'t wa:s reclllI'"ded by WLAY(AM) disc jookey Quin IVy wi!th equipment borrowed from
WLAY(;AM)ts studios;

With the estahlielntlenl of Rick Hall's F.AME Stud[C!Js~ WLAY(AM) woald often play
xeo'Gi(d'1:n,;gs as they W~te completed at the legendary stu.lllo. The WLAY(AM) a:udienoe would
;fr.iZ,q.liW'"ntly ohe0se the lI-single1tby aJitists :SUI}.h as Aretha: Frariklil1. Wilson Pickett, Clarence Carter
attd >Stlv&lI=al ~el'S to be shipped nationwide aftel' havang heard the entire, completed session on the
~~

au',

Whentbe ~~qlle.ncy was "f'lmehased by Urhan, the fbnnat wa'S ohanged again to refleet the
s:t.a~f~p.J's::~-$tQW, mAY(A:M:};~0W ~aY's' only: 10:eom 11jl1,lSJ;g);~e0lideGl'Qr written inMuscle Shoals. Iii
i8;4tetiiQ1a1 it ~{l).a(l~sts· n~e C,bM.elit-s, in. th~ alie:a and 1ri$h11igllts area charitable events. Further3

~Y(~}]fd~be'.S;1i:ved.is&.Jook~;y£ onthe 'aft 24/7.

T.b:e. .oti_ M~wrd b~at~ fux V;TL.t~(~ is no;w p!:lwanently h0used in the Alabama
14M;sl~ !El'~~l Qf ~we;, Jl;L 20Q'V1t WLA~~A.M} ~as 110Q~t~~ fQJ: :R;adio Station of the Year by the
.M.1l:).t;ata~ iI1}1t~~d~a:st~ts A.ssi1>oiatlQ:i1.

;"Tb:e ~0i:.e~-e...Muscle. ·Shoals ntro:ket. is 4 j];~g);lefl.t vietbn of severe weather and tornado
,a~ti~w. -wliA.¥~ keeps' 1;p.epul1.1ic IntQt.tttetl tblfattghGi1:t the day (hut, of course,. with difficulty
atl1irl.g'ht)jiliegm.:~m:g :<l~y,el<iWing weat~r p.mtems.. Tn 20GY6,. bhe maliket was struok by a n'U111ber of
tGjma~0J~s.1ii 'b:gt'hTnSGUli1bi>aa ,and She:fM'(i}M. m-AY~ k&;pt ·the public infoi'.tned as events
·d~~~l\i)pwch
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Honorable Matlene H. Dortch
Re: Request for Waiver, WLAY(AM)
Jl:me 21, 2007
Pa;gel 4

studIoS with WU~(;m Piokett tA the rehearsal tapes of the' R0iLling Stones' re.oo!dizIg at Musole Shoals
Sulila<i stm.diO's (w:h,i¢h include a nU:'01her 0f unreleased jam. sessio:nsand n.'Soratch tracks"fdemos
WJrQ'<i{uf.\}e'd by fhe b'an<il d1.1irlng their stay at 'the -Stutli0).

I
~

, j
-I
,I
i

_I

. i

.1

The s:tation is very in-valved in oonnnunity ev~nts. Atra1l;al1y~ the station ,broadcasts the·
gtto!lls ,e'ha:J;iteJ:' of t:fu.e .km.ericau Red Ctoss's "Relay For Life:" event. This 24 ht!>ur fund raiser
£ea~$ ltV-e mllsic~. Thet!louaands €)fp.articip.ants and campers thatJoin the eveht are encour8Jged to
.~~ $1a..~;t~»gdt~s 1(;) WLAY(;A\M). U11fo:ttutiately, after €lark, many interested in heaPn,g this, ;major
'~~~ ,@tent ate unable 10 do So. Further, WLAY(~activ.ely co'~sponsors; (alongside its
s.~11.er 'stWll!Otr~ :ffi:e ant:iJ1tal Spirit ofFi;eedom festival, th(j) Helen Keller Fesnvaland tke W.C. Handy
~-Mv..iii"
J,;.~·Y»Y~J..

Ea:Gh lcrar~; WLA,'Yi(A}4} cQn1piles -and b:roadeasts the "81ioals 500", a countdown. of the 500
mlllst l~;u.~~es~l ,s,91'l:g~ to he written or recorded in tIle market. This is a rouGh anticipated on-air
t}~'Jilit. The re.sults,are.'published in the looal newspaper.

'rae ltaems.-ee, would 1.i:ke to begin broadeastin,g live music on the station more often. On the
'Q~:~~~~0i!tS\ ;tha,t:tt :hl:\~IlQne' thisJ ithas been ¥ery well reeeived by its audienc'e. However, since most
mre~~.0iffi~t~~~t~'e.J;£~~.r$ dl!> their' ~or~ at :ni.ght~ it pt.e~ent1ymakes, little -sense for the Station to
.~~(tY-e~~saty :man,.h01.'[i!S [ot this. typ.e ofpIC0gpammmg.

. 1

Jk~mJ~®-¢~ ,ofWLAY(AM)~s :mark.et must also be,; taken into 9Qnsidetation,here. The
d81ite~a1s'-' 01' '~C::Qua:ddfties/' as the ar~a is :generally kn0WtIl 1:S 1fb.e ;siXth la:tgest 1!>op1:lla:tion eeiJ..ter i:n
~M:i1:a~ a s1t~J.1pin;g' and me~oal hub fot: the Trl..State.a l:tlt ;fi1te bari:kg otthe'rennessee;River.
$1irttG~' 1}8S/6, wheJil. r!-vetboats plied tIle river, it has: b~en.& malaf cdfjjtj:fielfcial:artery4 In 1933" :the
ere~1It<i);m" cCil,£ tJre:TVA .spurred growth in tIle· area. The. sean!t<J .Q:0Q\1f opening ·of a luajQr ,J:$~ese
,a.Y.t@.Jgll• .gi4:aut'£UMtt~01e ~ho.als) emplo,)ih11g-morethwa ~tXQ p~rSQns., wiU trlgger :fut.ther growth,
11iAi lS:~J\lAl1~tt~e e1fu'V:i1r.onment, impliovement in WLA¥(A:M:)'s signa:! is ecit1:oal to its ability to

1J[si<n\llO.. ~a.... -ITQ '
'~L",J!~ J)\tl>-~ .1:.

Tll~ i$l.~te1Xoe :~1J,alle.nge. facing WLAY(AM) OJi)'uld be gtteatly overcom;e, if the. FCC
~em~e.<l1 'tetr~~Dai~~01;l ofAM signals on PM ttanslatoEs as propO'sed byihe National Association
'~f f$~<!)a~~a~t~s CP.'ati1ii0.b: for Rulemaking oX the National A-s:sQ'oiation of BrQadoasters te Pennit
~R-.ad1~· Sta:w.on:s'· Us~e. of PM TranslatQTs," filed on Jlt.tly 14; 2()(JC5V. Suob. authorization 'Would'
e~p.eoli.-allly hene:ffi.t low power AM stations like WLAY(AM) hy.aHowin~ tb:e~ to reach' an
'e~M~g p'~li1ati~n, :that cauu-ot preseut~yhear them, wtth a s:1gp:a1 wttual1¥ free ::froin inter&rence.
ThllS:wo-Md.aI~w 'WLAY(AM):to Ete-~t th~ FCC mandate-'ox-qp-ti.JJE;a1 servh~~ to the p,1'lP1ic•

.',: ,~ -Q,~~x t~. ~~am. f1te!~9 h~ 'hLG~~ EM .ta:~fQ. se~O'<rtQ' ;m~r·~o~~~~sl~th~a~o~,~on
~,~~~~i .. ·a,.1(1hf$1ft;):tre:.e«1n.g, '[11l.'d has·· ,I!ldtle. :/lh~t iAAlW,li) If.~f 1l~h$ig(:ID: M1!It lGPTV. ;By e-~IUtM.d:1fig

tb:ci<~\it~l1Pe:mm);~ .~ft~n,~t~~.~f~,.t~!l,~~JS'~~:!~hlTe,_"]:Jlt~t'~e;e,on tll~;AMamIJ Bu.t
t1t~~ ~*s '~1, ,- (', . ~ .'S1fe:e:tess. Now 'by a.1~lllr~g th:e u.~e,QfFM tMtlslat&!s on .Al\1[stl:lt1ous, such
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Honorable Ma'cl.ene H, D.ortch
Re: Request forWaint, WLAY(AM)
June21,20Q7
l'a.ge 5

as WLAY(AJ:y,t)~ the F.CC 001l1d "finish what it started.~' Althl:J.l\gh Urhan recognizes that an
industry-wide J.)aradigm shift is mote appropriate for tule-malcing that seek!s the rellefrequested by
Utban~ WLA¥(AM) simply cannot afford tecontinue toqperateWith the restdotions whioh impede
its oompetitive. abilities ,and the efIe:ctuation <t£ 2.4 hour s~);Vil:le to an of its cxp-anding service area
while waiting for the NAI3's: petition to move- througb tiers .of regulatory bureauo:t.:aoy., Granting
Uiihan's request for an STA would permit ,the station to eoffeo.tively serve the ne"eds and i:ilt~rests of
Mu$~le ShQe:U~ witb:.0Ut the permanency 0-£ a license un.til :suQh tTitLe as the FCC ~ctg on NAB's
p:etitic>n. 1ndeed~ gtan'ting a"l1'thority to WLA.Y(AM) to USe an PM translator w:ould allow the
fJ,ClcUtnula.non of empirioal data whioh might supp,ort (or might not support) an industry-wide rule
chau:ge.

1 '
'\

t. ', t

Cuttent FCC rules allow FM station:s to r~roadQa:st AM programming (~d vice versa), and
PM1ll.Fogvanmning can be rebxQ'adcast on FM translator-so Th. toda'y':s highly competitive ttHlJ1ketplace,
e:ll'n:i1natmg an .antiqaated restr1cti0n that ptol:fibits AM -ptognamming 0n PM translators makes
emnlent gOQd ,sens.e. By doing so, the FCC would ,allow lil'ommunities like Muscle Shoals and the
S110.alsarea fa re-ceilVe the local.servioe they onoe had and deserve again.· Maintaining the status quo
is "~{I['s$1funin:atofY" toward s:l;ru,;gg1lng l~w power AM stations trying earnestly to serve their
·e.o:t!m!f.ilflum1ii:es, .a.rrd makes'1l0 sense in the terrestrial an..cl satellite marketplaoe in which such stations
0ID1nj1>:ete't0Uaw,

'Tlte r~ltef is.OUght herein has been granted. by the OQro:mission's staff in several cases, in the
pastfew months. 8e:e letter afJames Bradshaw to Our Th'I!J~.e Sans Broadcasti'ng, LLP, WRHI(AMj,
RJiltflg, J!t7!tZ; 9.f!luifh. Oar.o#na, January 31, 2li,V7 (Class IV BtJtti(j)tt)~· letter 01 JamBs Bradshaw to
!GJ1(i!itffi1nrtqZ*f$'J1.l'(rt:fd..t)(J.~ti/1jgf}(irpr-J.t(Jtj()'Q" WO!PI(A.M'd" JJP.t~taJ, Te'h7WSSee, A,priI30;, 2007,. letter of
~({§:1!'Pl!t.lIlfJ~.'"Q~!1l:'l'D.tJ:n1~Q$l"li!!litlJ1e:.. PT$D'~, lutht.er, Sauth Cardl/ina. May~
~~J}f{(Jf~'W}$_1t)} l€{fte."'P,()!.Jtfli1/j~ B'lit!J71&'htt.rw to Or-eat &flut'Jrern Broad-casting, Inc., February
-al: ~~@~ l~tlJtt :j)j(./l~;ntes ~ct't1rshaw '0.0 1Jre Jl.uthelfora (jroup. tltO~, WGNH(4¥),MuPjree$boro,
tJ!gJ11fl{~$l3,~ M&,,W.' --,-!' 1t.PJtJ1;, W1iile such pre'0(ld.:ents, '1.1la.y not \he te~lnd'1.ally bfudlinrg, they
,~u'S'fu.iat~ ~t 1lb:e,<Qon.:nnf~$iOn lIS wilrllJ;g t<) ,af£b.rU relter to AM broadea:stets. On an interim
11Mi~~,1Jh.~ (00t.ia1ni~$tli>;n w:i11.'p'e1;11).'it rebrollucast '0:0. an JiM tIartSlater·-where eirGUfilstario'es pettrlit anG!
·~.!te$.wouf);ry'~~.r i~JqsM~, ]le:m.~g tlre mlero:akfu'g'>s dl!J,ta.ome. The demmissio1:l, has, in other
W~s;, a~~-wtecllge.d, tlte pr~~s'fug need fe)' it to Ufisha~1de AM stations from outt:rtode:d teGfbnical
;te~~if!l)i1S 1t0 ']lernii:t:6lefilto firol1e 'e£rectiwely'oom:we-t~ hn. a dynamio fudustry.

lii li~~ 'of the foreglirln,g" Urban J:'eq;u..e:st.sanS~'tA ta rebtoadGast WLAY(AM) on PM
trro:ts~It:t(:)t W2~2AV forthe, tnaxinaump,eMi~'sible ttlue Uild~r S"ectiol173.1'635 e:E'the tnles.

, '. ,"fo
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Honor.able Marlene H. Dortch
Re; Reql,lest fer Waiver, WLAY(AM)
June 21, 2007
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Please note that the filing fee of$160.00 (Fee Code: MGR) i.s beingpa:i;d by credit card.

Respeotfu1ly submitted,

UR:aAN RADIO LICENSES, LLC
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Radio group's inclusion to FM brings in new listeners
By Kenda Williams and Russ Corey,
Staff Writers

TUSCUMBIA It's now possible to tune your radio to an FM station and hear classic Muscle Shoals music from the '60s
or '70s followed by a track ofup-and-coming Shoals artists like Sons ofRoswell, Dillon Hodges or Firewood.

The Federal Communications Commission recently granted URBan Radio Broadcasting, also known as The Shoals
Radio Group, permission to broadcast its Muscle Shoals music format on both 1450 AM and 92.3 FM. '"

Brian Rickman, regional director ofprogramming for URBan Radio Broadcasting, said the ground-breakilig format
will be simulcast on both AM and FM.

"We want to keep its historical value intact," Rickman said. "It's the oldest radio station in the market and one of the
oldest in the South."

What the station also wants to do is continue to broadcast music written or recorded in the Shoals by area musicians.

Music with a Muscle Shoals connection will be played Monday through Friday. Weekends will be dedicated to blues
music as a tribute to Florence native W.C. Handy.

"Now that we're (on) FM, it levels the playing field and local bands can be heard right next to a Top 40 station,"
Ricman said. "What we're doing with this station is pretty unique. There are very few markets you could do with
something like this."

~AYha~ be~~ usfl:i.g the f<jrmat for the past two ye~s on the AM band. Simulcasting the signal on FM allows the
f0~at to be:ent@yed by fuore'~le0ple.

,

; "'~1f.~ftJ;~~j,ti:p~1i}:,' 'b;k~c;l o;qrWe'$1GJsday with·a live br<!>adcast from FAME Studios in Muscle Shoals, where much of the
,~ :4t'WJ:llJ."'S'@-le G'als'mtrsic was recorded.

.,

"'We really ~ade some radio magic," Rickman said. "We just had a huge opportunity of support from the local artists."

.MI~cle Sho~~{l:,~ists p~st and presen~, including Hedges, David :ijood, Jerry Bridges, Tra~s Wammack, Angela
Ha:cker, Jat1!l:'~sf:LeBtanc land.Te:Pry Skinner, were on hand to perfonn or talk about the mUSIC.

Aittdther rou$:d. of Shoals; artists will be on hancl for a live broadcast today at Muscle Shoals Sound Studios in Sheffield.

'''Seme of the stuffbeing written now is just as good as the stuffwri:tten in the '60s and '70s," Ricman said.

.- In ~933,. WLAY-AM he~an ~§ ~ ex:p:er.!l~nt~'!t~~,S:li~~~*')tis.t:5n~o~themst broadcast radio ~tations in the United
-, States aricl.0:qe of the SolJith's ;6'ltfestbr(;)~l!h3tstt5J;S. 'f1i~1I1~@ Ista1li<;iJ.1,fa$. 1j>een·referred to as a histone landmark by the

Ala:b-aJUa Historibal Society. "."
- " ~. ~ ,

. ~~Ywas al~,wbere a:.17-~~~~o~d'!Th~h~on;~~~:~.' '.:~~.d':$~~fJ2)ehtohreeorded the late James Joiner's "A
FaHen Star," which some calf..the,ongm bfMns'ele -i[t smusic.

http://www.timesdaily.com/apps/pbcs.dIIlarticle?AID=/2007110IfNEWS1711 010346&template=printart 12/28/2007
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y~~~e.kmaJ'l.s~idl~~at,in· th:e: €lady 196.0,s, Musc1e),£h()~I~rP,~g~ tID1cl~;\f~~<W 1as .a popular music capital in the United States.
. ~ . . ~.

With recording studios like FAME and Muscle Shoals Sound, some of the most widely acclaimed music was recorded
in the Shoals from artists such as Aretha Franklin, Bob Dylan, Paul Simon, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Bob Seger and The
Rolling Stones. '

Today, the Shoals market includes ,local musical perfOlmers who have recorded in the Shoals such as The Drive-By
Truckers, Jason Isbell, John Paul White, Sons ofRoswell, Lauderdale and Byron Green.

"I think it's great," said Donnie Fritts, who was a part of the early Muscle Shoals music scene.

He said the format will introduce a wider and younger audience to music they might not have heard.

"We're talking about history, really, a part ofmusic history," Fritts said. "I think that's really important to keep that
alive and let people know that they're living in a very historic region for American music."

A great deal of the music WLAY will play was recorded at Rick Hall's FAME Studios. Hall said it is incredibly
important to keep Muscle Shoals music alive. He said radio is still a very integral part of the music business.

"IfI don't hear a song on the radio and I don't see it on TV, on CMT or music television, I don't hear it at all," Hall said.
"t'he faGt that they're going to FM is tremendous; it means the signal will be cleaner and will reach out much further.
W4th.out:radio,,none of this would mean anything."

Noel Webster, owner of the historic Muscle Shoals Sound Studios at 3614 Jackson Highway, said radio played an
mte;gral part oLwhat happened in the Shoals in the early days and will continue to do so by promoting the next
'g~erati~ndfShoals artists.

'''It:was great then and it's great now. People are still making great records," Webster said.

; Ja¥ Burgess, of Sons ofRoswell, and Russell Mefford, of the Fiddleworms, said their music is being played on some
co~J:1ege radio stations in the certain parts of the country.

"Around this axea it will do a lot of good," Burgess said. "It will be a great promotional device around this town for
bai[ds who don't have the capabilities of getting the word out to a mass group ofpeople."

M~fford said radio play helps bring attention to the band.
I

":The impact I've noticed is through our MySpace page on the Internet, college kids in New York and out West," he
sa-ttl. "I thinl<1 coliege radio playing us is the only way I can figure out that's how they found us."

, ' ,
I . )

. H~ll's son, Rbdney Hall, president ofFAME Music Publishing, said radio should help local bands get more shows and
,get more fans to attend those shows.

"It makes them a part ofsomething bigger," Hall said. "It makes them part of the history somewhat."

Riokman said it's about as local as radio gets.

"The FCC h~s h¢en pus¥ng ~.€Iii0,nwidefor the' J.::adio. to get 'back to the community," Rickman said.

For broadQasters nati9nWiqe, ~ckman s~dm~r st~1;i0ns went tmov,gh: a;really long time period where ra~io became
. cot;porate and all about 1Jhe bo'tft0}m line, ~1!lt ~.4\.¥ -AM:h'~~:1'>~~n ,@~le to ke€p the Muscle Shoals Soundalive.

"For programming or listeners, each station started to lese its own character," he said. "The younger kids listen to

http://www.timesdaily.com/apps/phcs.dl1/article?AID=/2007110I!NEWSI711 010346&template=printart 12/28/2007
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sat~11ite radie and iPods, and radio isn't important to them as it ODce was. In order to capture their attention, we have to
st:~ doing things like this aJ:ild make radio stations what they @Nce w€re."

'~;,:." ...":,,t· , ,{., .
Krls Jones, a spokesman for the National Association ofBroadcasters in Washington, D.C., said the radio stations that
are successful in today's industry are those that stay true to their local community.

"LocaI radio and local television, both platfonns are truly localized in nature," Jones said. "That's not something you're
going to [md on cable, or on the Internet or on satellite."

Kenda Williams can be reached at 740-5720 or kenda.williams@timesdaily.com.

Russ Corey can be reached at 740-5738 or russ.corev@timesdailv.com.

Copyright © 2007 TimesDaily .

http://www.timesdaily.com/apps/pbcs.dlllartic1e?AID=/200711 0l1NEWS1711 010346&template=printart 12/28/2007
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It's a hit

THE ISSUE
The Shoals Radio Group has added the FM signal to its groundbreaking fonnat ofplaying all Muscle Shoals mus~c all
tb:e time; extending its reach to local listeners and visitors curious about the area's legendary recording studios and
artists.

The Muscle Shoals sound is mown round the world to music fans, but until recently, hearing those songs - all of them ­
on the radio was a spotty proposition at best. Enter Shoals Radio Group.

Last Wednesqay, the Tuscumb~a-basedbroadcasting group took an a~eady revolutionary idea and boosted its signal via
the FM,radio liand. Now, on WLAY..FM 92.3, listeners can hear the astounding array of songs recorded in Shoals
sOOdios, songs written by local artists and songs thait feature local musicians. It's a radio fonnat unlike any other in the
nation.,

l't(\)W often haY~ we heard about the tho]lsands of s0ngs ccut here ana the hundreds of artists who have recorded at
. "~;~¥~~~i~~tt~:aJs ,~o~~'~\Vd:§hbone, Mu;sic l'4i~l, Widget and other studios ~ere in the Shoals, but never acutally
...1i~)rd. th~m~MF~~ s~ng§,:aJ!itdicWtIsts represent virtually eV:.ery genre ofpopular mUSIC of the past 50 years - rock, soul,

",>:o~trY, ~bi~s,\I?p; An~ ~e p;l1od~cers, ,s01~gwriters an.d players weFe so successful that Mus?le Shoals ~as once .
.' ,kNown asiflie "~'l:t Reca;Q.mg,Cl:ttntal o:&th.e Wurld'" be'ca1!tse som~otie figured out that, for a tIme, more hits per capIta
,-';~.e ree-etd.€tl·};fere ,than ,in aq¥~(i)"bhercity ill the world. That's pretty impressive for a place that no one outside the music

b,,~iness.had' e'*-er heard 'of.

/1: .•, :', $~S\l'~~~S~deiil:ts'G~tu:11e.:th{(ir radios to a very lively history lesson. And the expansion of the two-year-old
'. ,J.' t H15~~~1t~W€~erAM ta:di9 band makes it much more accessible to travelers, as well. Shoals tourism offices now
'. m:a1v"e a poweYfuf'new to~l to kelp promdte OUt music heritage.

. '

~~e::&ho~l~l'~a:dto' Gr,oup,- wmch is a division ofURBan Radio BrGladcasting, owns WLAY, which is one of the oldest
;:~ ro0'titmudlil:sly.,o;merattng1t,adio stations in the country. It was licensed in 1933, and has been the setting for several
~+; , rt~' '~(f' ',',~', cl~din:§ the,~~0rd~g0f the fIrst hit rec?rd to come,from Muscle Shoals, ~obbyDenton's "~Fallen
. , .' W~ ';. itt~mllJ,yJ~es'iJomer, a Florence busmessman. The song was recorded m 1957 at the studio's
~~ I~l. '',0il~e"d&i1~tieet in Muscle Shoals.'"" if: ~,",~ ~'l' -, , \- " ~ ,'" • ,

1
t~, ulli<iliu.e"brd~<ilcast fotmat ifrthe brainchild ofBri~Rickman, liegi0nal director ofprogramming, a lifelollg fan of

i Yl:" " ;e~e ~)ii~~cV~s~usi~. He Wa}itg.~am:s ~o hear~t1fe.cla~~,io musie he 10v~s,but also wants listeners to hear the new s~U11ds
, ~ 9lf1tlll:S$1'e':~%~,s~"",~barr<\l~:'an:(jL~m!;st;g'1il<:{Nhe Sons oifRoswell, the Dnve-By Truckers, Jason Isbell, John Paul White
~ t "aii~hGarytN'i~~1s; Muscle Sho'als, you see, is far frOID being a memory.

'f

.~: 'W~;,~plaud Ri&1mJ.an ana URBan for not only making a bold business decision, but having faith in the enduring quality
ofMuscl'e Shoals' music.

. q 4

Co)yright © ,2067 Time:sPaiIt.y
"
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Station features local musicians
By Russ Corey,
Staff Writer

What began as a special event to help launch WLAY's all-Shoals music format into FM radio is becoming a weekly
live music program.

WLAY and Urban Radio Group are joining with Muscle Shoals Sound Studios to provide a venue for local bands, and
artists to perform and talk about their music, studio owner Noel Webster said.

Beginning Wednesday, WLAY FM 92.3 will present "The Sessions at Muscle Shoals Sound," an hour-long program
featuring local artists such as Lauderdale, Malcolm Singleton, Jordan Denton, Byron Green, Firewood, Dillon Hodges,
Sons ofRoswell and Jason Isbell.

Ifnothing else, Webster said, it will give a whole new crop ofmusicians the opportunity to experience the studio that
produced many onhe hits that helped the area become known as the "Hit Recording Capitol of the World."

"It's great for the museum and for the community," Webster said. Muscle Shoals Sound Studios is also a working
'. stffdio and museum. It is on the National Register ofHistoric Places. "It will help let people know this little gem is still

open." .

The format will be simple. Solo artists or bands will come to the studio and perform several acoustic versions of their
so~gs and share their thoughts with 105.5 FM disc jockey T.C. Kinkaide.

'f~e only pl1.erequisite is that the artist writes and performs original material of any genre.
-, J,

~t ."'~~:SicaliY, it's a venue f('>r lacal talent," Webster said. ­
~.

~. i !J3J;j)~ Ril;:kman, regional'director ofprogramming for UR:Ban Radio Broadcasting, said artists are already booked
~;: ~~lmgh'February.

, "lti's, wortp:er£u1, Ii Webster said. "We're starting with ,Lauderdale this Wednesday."

\ ,rIte group's'p~!r$ist,COl:ey B:ann:ah, is lonking forwaFd te perfon;n.ing aooustic versions ofthe band's songs.
, ,

"Ifwill he dit;ferent and 'fun to strip it alLdown to thebare essentials," Hannah said.

, He, said the Sh0'als music format will ex~ose people to the music ofnew local groups, especially people who might not
,;have attendetl shows at local olubs.

. "I'~~ ha<L'pe9P'Ie,J~1[ me ~p;ea$frthey'v:e,{ie.~d~aud~rdaleonthe aira1ild really like the stuff," Hannah said. "It's a great
bp~~'rtultrity f~l' '~lite loc~lf;;Dafid&,tb'"geHh~w(jrcl!t(!}ut.'~'

:&i.$'kman saicl~e sli~ws";WH~;ID'~,,!€~gi'g.etatJth~ sttl~t~\wrd,,;m;QlMve~'iPp1s.sibly for release later as podcasts.
. ' ·f' . ,.. ' . 'j , ~~, ,'~ ~ -, ": ' ~

"Ii1Ahe meafltime, we're1>uttmgl.imghligh.ts On C:luY MwSpace p~ge," Rl.Gman said.
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He said he hopes the discussions become a roundtable for artists to talk about how to improve the local music scene.

Rickman said feedback on the Shoals music fonnat has been "phenomenal" since the move to FM.

"This has never been done before," Rickman said. "This is brand new, which is why the radio trades and people in the
industry are raising their eyebrows. I think it's a fonnat that can work."

While the live shows will concentrate primarily on local artists, Webster said they will branch out to include artists
from the Huntsville and Decatur areas.

"As time progresses, I think this will ta]<:e on a life ofits own," Webster said.

Russ Corey can be reached at 140-5738 or russ.corey@timesdaily.com.

:: ~ ~yright © ~0(i)7 Tim~sDaily
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Passing the test
Thumbs up to Highland Park Elementary School students for turning the tables, so to speak, on the Muscle Shoals
Board .0fEducation. First- and second-graders tested board members last week on their math and science skills during
the board's meeting. Natalie Meade, faciliator for the Alabama Math, Science and Technology Initiative at Highland
P~k, said she wanted to show the school board what the students are learning. Board members had to use estimation
~l¢lrs, organize patterns' and use marble'S to properly balance scales. The students administered the tests to the adults. It
w'ks a learning experience for everyone. .

,'" 1Ji~e from MSS
T~tJ:illbS up to WLAY :r~dio and Muscle Shoals Sound Studios Museum for launching a weekly live broadcast featuring

. y(l);trog local barids and :artists. The one-hour program, "The Sessions at Muscle Shoals Sound," provides a venue for
~ lt~ds aJil'Q\axti~ts to perform·acoustic versions of their SQngs in ·the historic studio, which was one of the recording
>' :;Si~lil.io.s4h.at helped make, Muscle Shoals famous. This is a rare format in radio these days, and it provides a great
.;:~ :~'<\l •. ~dtttiftity ij'i)!:local tal~nt to' he heard 0ver the airwaves. WLAY adopted an all Muscle Shoals music format more
~i~~~~~ a:year;'.$6,;.and.in Octolrer began siJ.Rulcasting its programming on the FM band. There may not be another radio
.\i :fstitibil in tlie'world that has.ft similar fannat.
~

~;. '~i~t'e t~llte~~re'd
ft':P~b's~\ti:ml~;m;it~ed:Mauldin an~ the Colbert County Historical Landmarks Foundation for replacing a historical
f~~alike:r"at«9o~€tih6fates.;~efCivJIWar battle ofTown Creek. The original marker, on Old Alabama 20 in the east
'··en.~ Qfthe c<!>untY,.di,sap'earedl.ahQut thtee years ago. Mauldin led an effort to have it replaced with the help of the

.~, :O:~cJ.mr~kS'(~lit[ij.td~ati~fi.~ ~1lr .t'<lny'-shou~d be preserved, and markers are one way to let the public know about
, , ,si'~nbat1t 'e;veIIts. .
••', t' .,

,"

;;.~ iJ!' ·~te~a~"P'piii!t~:4
:?~. ;~'bs.~1'ip to Mitscle Shoals Board ofEducation President Pam Doyle for being selected to serve on the Aiabama
:-' ~P'sP~ci,a~ion'Pf'SchQ'01 Boards. She wi1111epresent the Tennessee Valley region on the nine-member board for two years.
; ~ ~!Ji(jj'Sr~Flthrl!1:stasm]orher job is often Gontagious and her knowledge of school issues will be invaluable to the
, «s~.(:)ciation, w1ich~ amofIg other things, lobbies the

, L.egislature.

C0'pyright © 2007 TimesDaily
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Evelyn Thompson, a secretary at Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth PLC, hereby certify that a

true and correct copy of the foregoing "Comments of Urban Radio Licenses, LLC and Zimmer

Radio, Inc." was sent on this 7th day of January, 2008, via First-Class United States :mail,

postage pre-paid, or as otherwise specified, to.the following:

Chairman Kevin J. Martin**
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W. - Room 8-B201
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Michael J. Copps**
Federal Communications Commission
44512th Street, S.W. - Room 8-Bl15
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein**
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W. - Room 8-B201
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissiomer Deborah Taylor Tate**
Fed~ral'Conimunications Commission
445 lih Street, S.W. - Room 8-A204
VVashin~on,D.C.20554

Cornnrissioller Robert M. McDowell**
Federal Communications Commission
4451.'12th Street, S.W. - Room 8-C302
Washington, D.C. 20554

**Denotes Hand-Delivery
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